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Psychology Club Sponsors Happy Birthday   
Cha Cha Cha Drive! 

 The Psychology club sponsored their annual drive for Happy Birthday Cha Cha Cha. Carrie 
Becker Green, NHSHS class of 1992 is the founder. She came and spoke with the club last year 
about her non-profit and the importance of being kind. Carrie is from New Hartford, NY and 
holds her BA and MBA degrees from the University of Rochester.  She currently works for 
Proctor & Gamble and lives in Pittsford, NY with her husband and four children.   
"I have always taken advantage of opportunities to give back, but it was in the back of my 
mind that I wanted to do something on a larger scale.  When I was buying toys for donation 
during the holiday season, I realized that I was not aware of any programs that served to bring 
joy to children in need on their birthdays.  I thought, ‘I can do that!’ I mentioned my idea to a 
few people and received so much support and encouragement that I knew this could be some-
thing really special.” Happy Birthday Cha Cha Cha aims to deliver not only gifts, but birthday 
joy to kids in need. Happy Birthday Cha Cha Cha adopts Rochester City School District K-2nd 
grade classrooms where 90% or more of the students are living below poverty level.  Once a 
classroom is adopted, Happy Birthday Cha Cha Cha delivers two wrapped toys and a Cha Cha 
Cha Bag of goodies to the teacher just prior to the child’s birthday.  The teacher then delivers 
the gifts to the child. In its first year, Happy Birthday Cha Cha Cha served 129 students across 
seven classrooms. By the 2018-2019 school year, Cha Cha Cha birthday gifts and joy were de-
livered to 730 children. Each child receives two wrapped toys and a bag filled with items that 
many people take for granted: 

 Examples of toys include: Barbies, arts & craft supplies, footballs, basketballs, soccer balls, action 
figures, cars, Legos for a total value $20-$25 

 Book – from the ‘Step Into Reading’ Series. 

 Toothbrush 

 Toothpaste 

 Bar of soap 

 Package of underwear 

 Package of socks 

 Package of ‘Birthday Cake’ Oreos 

 Grocery Items: box of cereal, mac n cheese, 
fruit cups, Spaghettios, applesauce pouches 

For more information about Happy Birthday Cha Cha Cha and how you can donate, visit their website.  
The Leadership Core Club and Students For Justice and Equality also contributed to the effort! 

CALENDAR 
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https://foxrochester.com/news/good-day-rochester/www.HappyBirthdayChaChaCha.org
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News From the School 
Counseling Department... 
 
This is the busy season for college applications!  Seniors 
are reminded that all requests for transcripts and counse-
lor recommendations that are due to colleges by January 
1st should have been made by now and your information 
must be in Naviance.  This will ensure the counselors have 
time to write a thorough and thoughtful recommendation 
and get it to the college prior to our school’s closing on 
December 20th.  A reminder that a completed Senior Activ-
ity Information packet is required before a counselor can 
write your recommendation.  Check your application 
deadlines and application requirements!  Students who 
applied early should be receiving decisions soon.  Please 
update your Naviance account as decisions come in and 
share the news with your counselor.   

Sophomores were given Naviance accounts during small 
group presentations in November.  At that time they were 
shown the redesigned Naviance platform, show how to 
research careers and colleges, and completed the Career 
Interest Profiler.   Students should continue exploring post 
high school options.  Naviance gives students the oppor-
tunity to find out their strengths, how they learn best, and 
career interests along with researching the careers and 
colleges.  It can also help them decide what courses they 
may want to take next year and help with post-secondary 
planning.  Students have access to start the college search 
process through Naviance.  This account will be used next 
year for post-secondary planning and the college search.  
Students will also be using this account during senior year 
to request transcripts for college applications and re-
questing teacher and counselor recommendations. 

PSAT Results were expected to be released online by De-
cember 11th.  Students who took the PSAT in October 
should have received an email from the College Board 
with an access code – don’t delete this.  Students will 
need that code to access their results online at https://
studentscores.collegeboard.org/home.  Households 
should have received a letter from the Counseling Depart-
ment  regarding the results. 

 

 

School Counselor, Mr. Lutz, was rec-
ognized at LeMoyne College with the 
Edward Gorman Award for Excellence 
in Counseling on December 4th.  This 
award recognizes Mr. Lutz’s ability to 
positively impact the lives of others in 
a significant manner and his contribu-
tions to the counseling field.  He was 
nominated by a former student who 
currently attends LeMoyne. 

Senior Matters   

If you still haven’t ordered your 
cap and gown you can do so 
online and have the items deliv-
ered directly to your home.  
Make sure you’re ready for graduation.  Jostens supplies 
everything you need for graduation: cap, gown, tassel, 
announcements, etc. online at www.nygrad.com  

DeWitt School Services  
201 W. Genesee St. 
Fayetteville, NY 13066 

315-458-3871  

Dewttschoolservices@gmail.com 

 

Full and/or Part-time Bus     

Drivers Needed and   

Monitors                                
Are you interested in making a positive difference in the 

lives of New Hartford Students? Contact Transportation 

Director, Scott Gafney at 315-624-1239. 
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Spartan Marching Band News and Updates 

"The marching band placed 3rd at the NYSFBC Champion-
ships in the SS1 division!  The Marching Spartans had their 
best performance and score of the season, scoring an 
87.20.  The Marching Spartans had an incredibly successful 
competition season, never finishing lower than 3rd at any 
competition and placing 1st at four competitions.  The 
Marching Spartans "Stages" show was one that had peo-
ple talking and cheering throughout the Carrier Dome." 

Drumline (NHiPE) & Winter Guard 

"The New Hartford Indoor Percussion Ensemble (NHiPE) 
and the New Hartford JV and Varsity Winter Guards have 
begun their respective seasons.  All three groups are look-
ing to build on the success of their previous seasons, 
where they took home 1 bronze and 2 gold medals at 
state championships." 
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Leadership Core’s Gratitude Week 
Shout-out to Our Bus Drivers 

Members of the Leadership Core Club braved cool tem-
peratures to express  gratitude to District Bus Drivers.          
Drivers honked their horns in appreciation of the mes-
sage.  The Leadership Core was developed to assist stu-
dents  in developing leadership skills.  Mr. Walters serves 
as the advisor for the club. (Photo by Jeff Walters) 

AP US History Class Visits the  
Oneida Community Mansion 
House Museum 

In late November, AP US History classes visited the Oneida 
Community Mansion House. The Oneida Community was 
established in Oneida in 1848 by John Humphrey Noyes. 
He attended Yale Theological Seminary; however, his be-
lief in the doctrine of perfectionism, the idea that after 
conversion one was free of all sin, was considered too un-
orthodox, and he was denied ordination. 
 
The group adhered to a practice termed complex mar-
riage, in which every woman was the wife of every man 

and every 
man was 
the husband 
of every 
woman. 
The group 
also experi-
mented 
with eugen-
ics, selective 
breeding to 
create more 
perfect chil-
dren. The community, numbering about 200 persons, 
earned an existence by farming and logging. The group’s 
women, out of practicality for agricultural work, wore 
short skirts with trousers underneath, crediting the com-
munity with the invention of women’s pant suits. Hillary 
remains ever grateful.  Later, a new member invented a 
steel animal trap. The manufacture and sale of Oneida 
traps, considered the best in the world, became the basis 
of numerous industrial enterprises ultimately known as 
Oneida Community, Ltd., producing silverware, embroi-
dered silks, and canned fruit. Hostility mounted toward 
the group in the surrounding communities due to the Per-
fectionists’ marriage arrangements, and in 1879 Noyes 
advised the group to abandon the system. Noyes  and ar-
dent followers fled to Canada.   
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The High School Spartan to 
Spartan Club Held a Festive 
Holiday Event 

Before Winter Break, members of Spartan 2 Spartan gath-
ered together to usher in the upcoming holiday season 
with lots of fun and laughter. The students engaged in a 
variety of activities but the holiday human wrapping con-
test and the frantic attempts to unwrap a giant saran 
wrap ball filled with holiday candies while wearing winter 
gloves were by far the most challenging and the most 
fun!  

Spartan 2 Spartan is a school-sponsored club steeped in 
volunteerism and community service. Students devote 
their time and energy to building lifelong friendships with 
members of our school’s special needs population and 
providing them with social experiences and interactions 
that are all too often taken for granted. The students in-
volved in Spartan 2 Spartan possess a strong moral com-
pass and a passion for serving others. In addition to spe-
cial events, Spartan 2 Spartan meets every Thursday for 
lunch and conversation with their Spartan friends.  The 
Spartan 2 Spartan Advisor is High School Social Worker, 
Trish Zupan. 

Kwanzaa 

This year Kwanzaa was celebrated from December 
26th through January 1st.  Dr. Maulana Karenga, pro-
fessor and chairman of Black Studies at California 
State University, Long Beach, created Kwanzaa in 
1966. After the Watts riots in Los Angeles, Dr. Ka-
renga searched for ways to bring African-Americans 
together as a community. He founded US, a cultural 
organization, and started to research African “first 
fruit” (harvest) celebrations. Karenga combined as-
pects of several different harvest celebrations, such 
as those of the Ashanti and those of the Zulu, to form 
the basis of Kwanzaa. 

The name Kwanzaa is derived from the phrase 

“matunda ya kwanza” which means “first fruits” in 

Swahili. Each family celebrates Kwanzaa in its own 

way, but celebrations often include songs and dances, 

African drums, storytelling, poetry reading, and a 

large traditional meal. On each of the seven nights, 

the family gathers and a child lights one of the can-

dles on the Kinara (candleholder), then one of the 

seven principles is discussed. The principles, called 

the Nguzo Saba (seven principles in Swahili) are val-

ues of African cul-

ture which contrib-

ute to building and 

reinforcing com-

munity among Afri-

can-Americans. 

Kwanzaa also has 

seven basic sym-

bols which represent values and concepts reflective 

of African culture. An African feast, called a Karamu, 

is held on December 31. 
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New Hartford Masque Will Present 
Mamma Mia as the Spring         
Musical 

Mamma Mia! (promoted as Benny Andersson & Björn 
Ulvaeus' Mamma Mia!) is a jukebox musical written 
by British playwright Catherine Johnson, based on the 
songs of ABBA composed by Benny Andersson and Björn 
Ulvaeus, former members of the band. The title of the 
musical is taken from the group's 1975 chart-topper 
"Mamma Mia". Ulvaeus and Andersson, who composed 
the original music for ABBA, were involved in the develop-
ment of the show from the beginning. Singer Anni-Frid 
Lyngstad known to American Abba fans as Frida has been 
involved financially in the production and she has also 
been present at many of the premieres around the world. 

The musical includes such hits as "Super Trouper", "Lay All 
Your Love on Me", "Dancing Queen", "Knowing Me, 
Knowing You", "Take a Chance on Me", "Thank You for 
the Music", "Money, Money, Money", "The Winner Takes 
It All", "Voulez-Vous", "SOS" and "Mamma Mia". Over 65 
million people have seen the show, which has grossed $4 
billion worldwide since its 1999 debut.[1] A film adapta-
tion starring Meryl Streep, Colin Firth, Pierce 
Brosnan, Amanda Seyfried, Christine Baranski, Stellan 
Skarsgård and Julie Walters was released in July 2008. 

As of 2020, the show has productions in London's West 
End, where it is the seventh longest-running show in West 
End history, as well as various international productions. 

Its Broadway incarnation closed in September 2015 after 
a 14-year run, making it the ninth longest-running show in 
Broadway history. 

January Regents Examina-

tions: January 21st-24th 
Students enrolled in Regents courses will be taking Re-

gents Examinations from January 21st-24th.    Make sure 

students are well-rested and ready to rock the Regents!  

Testing schedules and further information regarding Re-

gents Examinations can be found on page 7. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jukebox_musical
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ABBA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benny_Andersson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bj%C3%B6rn_Ulvaeus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bj%C3%B6rn_Ulvaeus
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January Regents Information:  

The last day of the fall semester is Friday, January 24th. The 

January Regents Examinations are scheduled for January 21st-

January 24th. Students are required to attend school only to 

take their scheduled exams.   Students should report at 7:50 

AM for morning exams and 11:50 AM for afternoon exams un-

less otherwise noted. Regular classes will not be in session. 

Please note that second semester classes begin on Monday, 

January 27th.  During exam week, buses will run at regularly 

scheduled times for morning pick up and afternoon dismissal. 

Transportation will not be provided at noon unless students 

sign up in advance in the main office to make arrangements. 

Sophomores and Juniors may park in the Senior Parking Lot 

(NOT the FACULTY LOT) only during exam days. Students may 

not park in the faculty lot since there will not be sufficient park-

ing for high school and elementary school staff. School lunches 

will not be served in the cafeteria during the examination peri-

od. Only those exams listed on the schedule will be adminis-

tered during exam week. All other finals/midterms will be given 

in class. There is the possibility that the Regents Exam schedule 

will be interrupted due to inclement weather. Road condi-

tions and safety are always the priority and may require closing 

or delaying school. In such an event, please note the following:  

In the event of a one hour delay, morning exams will begin at 

9:00 AM. Afternoon exams will begin at 12:30 PM. · In the 

event of a two hour delay, exams will begin at 10:00 AM and 

1:15 PM respectively. NYS admission deadlines of 10:00 AM 

and 2:00 PM would still be in effect.  In the event school is 

closed, morning exams are cancelled. If road conditions im-

prove and are deemed safe for travel, a decision may be made 

to conduct afternoon Regents Examinations. Students should 

call 315-624-1247 or 315-624-1248 between 11:00-11:30 AM 

to check on the status of the exam. In addition, a notice will be 

placed on the district website. Generally, Regents exams are 

offered only at specific times of the year. However, if an exam 

is locally cancelled due to inclement weather, NYSED has given 

permission for the exam to be rescheduled by the district.  Par-

ents and students will be notified via e-mail blast and the infor-

mation will be posted on the school website. In addition, 

please note that New Hartford students may not take Regents 

Examinations at other schools that happen to remain open. 
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Students Enjoyed the PTSA Spon-

sored Winter Semi-Formal in      

December 

More than 135 students and guests attended the Annual 
PTSA Semi-Formal Dance.  This year the dance was held in 
the new cafeteria (The Spartan Café), a beautiful space.  It 
was the social event of the fall semester at New Hartford 
Senior High School.  The new high school cafeteria was 
beautifully decorated and refreshments were served 
throughout the evening.   

Semi-Formal Photo Gallery 

Winter Semi-Formal Dance 
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New Security Technologies Implemented 

and Fully Operational including: 

 Enhanced interior and exterior security camera 

systems.  Additional cameras have created great-

er surveillance coverage and capabilities. 

 Implementing a swipe card entry system in the 

high school as well as each building in the District 

 Upgrading our telephone system 

 Updating and improving our zoned fire alarm sys-

tems that include strobes and audible systems 

The new swipe card entry system has been installed 

and is fully operational.  

Advantages of the new entry system include:  

1. YOU DON’T HAVE TO RE-KEY DOORS WHEN SOMEONE 
LEAVES THE DISTRICT. 
With a card access system, the electronic system will in-
teract with software to make these changes. 
 
2. YOU DON’T NEED TO WORRY ABOUT LOST KEYS FALLING 
INTO THE WRONG HANDS. 
When you know you’ve lost a card for your access system, 
you can simply deactivate it until it’s found or leave it de-
activated once you replace it with a new card. 
 
3. YOU CAN BE CERTAIN THAT SOMEONE CANNOT MAKE A 
COPY OF A CARD. 
Card access systems make it much more difficult for an 
intruder to copy a “key” card. The electronics in the card 
can’t be cut at Walmart like a traditional key can be cut. 
 
4.  YOU DON’T HAVE TO MANUALLY KEEP TRACK OF WHO 
HAS KEYS TO WHICH DOORS. 
Again, thanks to the software database built into every 
card access system, you don’t have to manually track who 
has keys for each door. Each person is assigned one key 
card. From there, you can check your database to see 
which doors that person’s card will access. 

 
5. EMPLOYEES DON’T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT MEMORIZ-
ING A PIN. 
As opposed to access doors with a keypad that require 
users to enter a PIN each time they access a door, card 
access systems take the burden off everyone to remem-
ber a number. Keep your card with you all the time, and 
you’re good to go. 
 
6. YOU DON’T HAVE TO WORRY THAT YOUR EMPLOYEES 
WILL SHARE THEIR PINS FOR CONVENIENCE OR THAT SOME-
ONE OUSIDE THE DISTRICT WOULD GAIN KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE PIN CODE. 
 
7. YOUR LOCKS CAN’T BE PICKED THE WAY THEY MIGHT BE 
WITH TRADITIONAL KEY ACCESS. 
We already noted that copies can’t be made as easily. 
Lock picking is certainly a lot more difficult too, consider-
ing there’s no manual lock to pick. 
 
8. YOU CAN SET YOUR DOORS TO OPEN FOR PEOPLE ON AN 
AUTOMATIC SCHEDULE. 
No one needs to come in just to unlock the building. No 
one needs to come back just to close everything down. A 
few buttons or an email if you prefer, and your system 
will be set to go on schedule. 
 
9. YOU CAN ALLOW SOMEONE ACCESS TO MORE DOORS 
WITHOUT ISSUING THEM ANY NEW KEYS. 
If someone wishes to change entry points all that is neces-
sary to do is update their user profile. No need to issue 
additional key cards. 
 

10. YOU MAKE YOUR FACILITIES UP-TO-DATE, MODERN, AND 
MOST IMPORTANTLY, SECURE. 
The secure facilities in government intelligence agencies 
don’t have to be the only ones with high-tech security. 
By installing a card access system in our school, we have 
gained the peace of mind that comes with knowing there 
are not keys of past employees floating around the com-
munity allowing unauthorized access to the building. 

11. ACCURATE RECORDS ...                                                           

are maintained that indicate who has entered the build-
ing, when some-
one has entered 
and through 
which access 
point the person 
entered. 

https://www.sonitrolky.com/access-control-with-integrated-security-systems-shared-configuration/

